What is ARCEE about?

Contact us

We know that residential panel buildings are often huge
wasters of energy. They are not sufficiently insulated,
have old windows and outdated pipes, radiators and
other equipment. ARCEE wants to address exactly this
problem in the Ukraine, Belarus and Russia. A complex
refurbishment can increase the energy efficiency of a
house dramatically – in the case of old panel buildings
up to 60% or even more. This has many benefits – the
heat bill goes down, the interior climate gets better, the
living comfort and the value of the flats rise. But not
only this: Increasing the energy efficiency of buildings is
an important contribution to slow down climate change.
We know that financing refurbishment is difficult, making agreements with neighbours on how to do it is not
so easy and that there is little practical expertise about
refurbishment of panel buildings in these countries.
However, the building stock and the need for refurbishment are huge. Therefore, we have to talk about it and
get active. The ARCEE project will contribute to finding
solutions. The project takes place in St. Petersburg (Russia), Minsk (Belarus) and Odessa (Ukraine).

Germany
Baltic Environmental Forum Deutschland e.V., Hamburg
Contact: Philipp Engewald
E-mail: philipp.engewald@bef-de.org
Housing Initiative for Eastern Europe (IWO e.V.), Berlin
Contact: Britta Schmigotzki
E-mail: schmigotzki@iwoev.org
Auraplan Architects, Hamburg
Contact: Rose Scharnowski and Christiane von Knorre
E-mail: rose.scharnowski@auraplan.de
Latvia
Baltic Environmental Forum Latvia, Riga
Contact: Daina Indriksone
E-mail: daina.indriksone@bef.lv
Russia
Centre for transboundary cooperation, St Petersburg
Contact: Arina Tkacheva
E-mail: arina@ctcspb.ru
Belarus
Ecoproject partnership, Minsk
Contact: Natallia Andreyenka
E-mail: natallia.andreyenka@ecoproject.by
Ukraine
Mama-86-Odessa
Contact: Svitlana Slesarenok
E-Mail: slesarenok@ukr.net

ARCEE is implemented with the support of
the European Union and is running from
11/2011 until 02/2015.

MORE ENERGY EFFICIENCY
IN RUSSIA, BELARUS AND
THE UKRAINE
MORE ENERGY EFFICIENCY
IN RUSSIA, BELARUS AND
THE UKRAINE

Target group

Holistic approach

In the frame of the project, we want to get in contact
with different groups, which are important in the
process of refurbishment:

Any measure, undertaken to improve the
energy performance of an apartment building
should not impair the living quality or comfort
of the inhabitants. Thus, the ARCEE project
aims to tackle energy efficiency issues from a
holistic perspective taking into consideration
more aspects than just heat losses through
the building shell or heating systems.

• (Future) house and flat owners will be informed about
which energy efficiency measures they can implement
in their households.
• Institutions of higher education will contribute to the
development of training materials and can later on
use the developed e-learning and handbook.
• Stakeholders involved in the construction and refurbishment of buildings (e.g. architects, engineers,
house owner associations, management companies
etc.) will have the opportunity to get trained in energy
efficient refurbishment management.
• Public authorities will receive recommendations how
they can create opportunities to implement energy
efficiency measures.

Activities
Our main aim is to show how we can refurbish old residential panel buildings into more efficient buildings.
More specifically:
• We want to find out what can be done on the legal,
financial and social level to implement energy efficiency measures more effectively. Based on this, we will
develop recommendations on how to improve energy
efficiency in residential buildings.
• We will demonstrate good practice and show how
to do it by offering trainings in the target countries,
creating an e-learning course, and offering a study trip
to Germany.
• We will even contribute to pilot construction or refurbishment projects by giving practical advice.
• We want to inform residents about what they can do
to save energy. Leaflets, small events and face to face
talks with flat owners will help us to achieve this goal.

A holistic approach covers also the balance
of ecological, economic and social aspects.
Therefore besides the energy consumption, the total cost of investment, the use of
ecological materials and renewable energy
sources, construction design principles, the
indoor comfort, consumption patterns and
several others aspects are important to be
kept in mind when planning energy efficient
measures.

